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nihilist can never explain the genesis of the delusion that
there is a background; neither can the idealist explain
how the One becomes the many. The only explanation
must come from beyond the sense-plane ; we must rise
to the superconscious, to a state entirely beyond sense-
perception. That metaphysical power is the further in-
strument that the idealist alone can use. He can experi-
ence the Absolute; the man Vivekananda can resolve
himself into the Absolute and then come back to the man
again. For him, then, the problem is solved and seconda-
rily for others, for he can show the way to others. Thus
religion begins where philosophy ends. The "good of tho
world" will be that what is now superconscious for us will
in ages to come be the conscious for all. Religion is there-
fore the highest work the world has; and because man
has unconsciously felt this, he has clung through all the
ages to the idea of religion.
Religion, the great milch cow, has given many kicks,
but never mind, it gives a great deal of milk. The milkman
does not mind the kick of the cow which gives much milk*
Religion is the greatest child to be born, the great "moon
of realisation" ; let us feed it and help it grow, and it will
become a giant. King Desire and King Knowledge fought,
and just as the latter was about to be defeated, he was
reconciled to Queen Upanishad and a child was born to
"him, Realisation, who saved the victory to him.1
Love concentrates all the power of the will without;
effort, as when a man falls in love with a woman.
The path of devotion is natural and pleasant. Philos-
ophy is taking the mountain stream back to its source by
force. It is a quicker method but very hard. Philosophy
says, "Check everything." Devotion says, " Give up all to
the stream, have eternal self-surrender." It is a longer
'way, but easier and happier.
1 From the Prabodha-chandrodaya, a Vedantic Sanskrit masque.